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Media Information

Mission Statement: 
Effective, just and humane responses to the causes and consequences of crime
Tag Line: 
A charity that works for the rehabilitation of offenders
Note: Although the Society believes that corrections to be effective must respect human rights, reference to the Society as a “prisoner’s rights” or “prisoner advocacy” group is misleading. Our membership base across Canada consists of ordinary citizens who believe in our Mission and services. We have no mandate to speak for prisoners or any other group.

The John Howard Society of Canada is a federation of John Howard Societies located in 65 offices across Canada most of which are entirely dedicated to providing direct services to people struggling to participate positively in community like. The John Howard Society supports, promotes and demonstrates correctional and justice policy and practices that encourage the maintenance of just, peaceful and safe communities. 

Amongst its particular roles within the Society, the national office speaks to correctional and justice issues that relate to our charitable purposes. 

Our Mission Statement directs us to evaluate policy and programs according to whether they are effective, just and humane.

To be effective, criminal justice policy and correctional practice should:  

a. be grounded in peer-reviewed best evidence and constantly evaluated to ensure that they reduce crime and reoffending;  

b. redress and repair the conditions that give rise to crime, and

c. reduce the likelihood that people who come into conflict with the law will get worse as a consequence of contact with the criminal justice system.  

To be just criminal justice policy and correctional practice should:  

a. accord with principles of fundamental justice as articulated in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and 

b. be consistent with the United Nations  Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 

To be humane, criminal justice policy and correctional practice should recognize that brutal or humiliating punishments or correctional practices only serve to promote the same in individuals subjected to them.  Society, through its justice and correctional institutions must model the behaviour that we value in social relationships generally.

The John Howard Society of Canada is governed by a volunteer board of directors and is a registered non-profit charity under the laws of Canada.  
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